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NEW address: Ft* 7, Frederick, Md* 21701 

February 29, 1968 

Mr* Arthur Crook, editor 
The London Timea Literary Supplement 
Printing H^ae Square 
London B*C. 4 
England 

Lear Mr* Crook, 

^Taduklly I am learning how different things ere in your country. 1 hare 
already learned, from ycu, may I add, and I thnek you most sincerely, that while 
editors in the United States reserve for themselves the right to abbreviate 
letters, you in England absolutely refuse to do ao even when authorized in advance 
by the writer* 

Now I learn that it is the custom in your publishing and promotional circles, 
and 1 presume the best of both worlds, to keep the maximum premotion for a hook so 
secret that the existence of the book is entirely unknown! How clever! And utterly 
original! And ell the time I thought the very eminent warden of All Saints (how 
appropriate a connection!) was just a nasty, dishonest, cowardly and entirely 
disreputable man. I em confessing error. I jowe him an apology. most seriously 
underestimated him* S^nce he will not face and, and he has failed to respond to 
the letter ho solicited from me, when next you sea him, will you please extend 
ray sincerest apologies* 

Of course, it may bo a lttile while before you see him. Y et I am confident 
that is he sees me first, you'll still meet him before I do* is now in the 
United States* T^is morning he graced out air (If that is the right word) on the 
major network TV show, called Todey* And lo and bohold, he has a book* Amazingly 
enough, aside from having the ssmo subject and seemingly identical content, it 
also bears the same title ss your "article". Ah, you clever, clever , CIBVER men 
(again, if that is the right word- 1 hope you*ll understand my simple colonial 
gerltege denies me much understanding)! 

Th bj without doubt, is the most original non- promotion for a book In history- 
yours or ours. First ho wastes the enormous exposure you gave him, end tbB attendant 
publicity that he otherwiae could not have gotten, by making no reference in your pages 
or the subsequent, international newspaper end electronic attntion, to the fact that 
he had authored a book (scavenging would tfnt then have be n a nice word, nor would 
ell those less than gentle hints about how mercenary 1 am, having mede so much 
filthy profit that I am $35,000 in debt)* 

, 

Then, this morning - how honored I was to aee his smiling face - he haa this 
really treraenduous exposure, and lo end behold he is promoting s book! Now there is 
something just as strange about this promotion as there is about your special 
"art^le" - the phrase is not mine, that is how it was identified, and I've heard no 
complaint about it from you or from him* Y ou see, his book is not on sale here. My 
hook sources cannot find where it is, can be had, or who published it* It seema to 
be a reprint original, which is quite appropriate for a man with his approach* But 
that makes me wonder, for it eeeras unlikely that the expense of the promotion (thinking 
nothinr of his time, whioh also must have acme vslue) can be justified by the predict- 
able profit from so inexpensive e work* Particularly when it cannot be bought in 
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response to the promotion. You know, I rent very much to see that hook on eel* in 
the u nlted fJtaten. Y 0 u eee, I ree quite serious in telling you that hia inrentiona- 
excuae me, aiaatatementsr about ma and my writing ere actionable. So, 1 phoned 
people in publishing in Hex York, and they phoned the network that sired Ma, 

^•ubiiohere , ileekly and many other sources, Apparently the tigreet publishing 
mystery in Mew York today ie »ho published th hook fom of your "special article". 

A men lose genaroua, and I assure you that what I have said of hie reinence In 
generous- a men more prone to suspect the worst in people-might wonder if Mr, Sparrow 
lo leas interested in his book and profit that he ia in getting an op- ortunlty to sir 
those Tiewe that, whether or not accurate land this aeon to concern him little), Juet 
hap-en to ooincide with the Tiewe of the United States 3 0 *>rnm*nt, particularly ita 
intelligence arm. Now When one further mjndere abottt the enormous sums of money 
this agency apenda both abroad and in academic circles.... 

Of course, thlo is some ways is not without precedent. These ia a Whjtejlouse 
correspondent who once ra de a aingl* aprearimoe with *« on a radio " a-je tlal” . ^t wee 
schalulad for h single, two-hour presentation. It just did grow to four hours, and it 
w «9 aired four times, rst her unusual. u e sat right next to me when re taped it. He 
also had a book then being printed, end he also failed once to mention it. ow it 
happens that his bock also was en original retreed, sailing for a dollar, end if it 
sold considerably better then all the reports it did not recoup its promotional 
end edTertlelng coete. *ta doctrine is Sperrowta. Odd how this aort of thing happens 
only to sycophantic works pleasing to the U.3. fcovarnment, lan t it? One thinks of 
ell those unvouchered funds. ' 

There! le another similarity between *r. Sparrow and G ha hies Heberts, who 
wean’t at ell eehamed about hie uae of h fin* word (he colled hia book”flheTRTJTH 
About The Aeasaelnation"). Neitto-r woata tc ao r .front me, Bach forgoes tbs fine 
etimuloue to eales hiB doetruotion of all I have printed would earn. Odd. Very 
unoorejerciel. But perhaps by now you hare gathered that 1 heliere both gentleman 
(there I go taking liberty with the dictionary age in) ere markedly uncom ercial. 

1 think you may appreciate ay wonder, my perhaps admiration, over this 
really strange way you ^ritish have ebout promoting your literary output by 
pretending they do not salat end then unfailing then when they cannot be purchased. 

So, busy aa you are, 1 humbly beaeeoh an «planation of bow a book become a a 
"special article" in England, how you publish it without mention of the book, 
and whether you anticipated that this seemingly non-cosmercial presentation reuld 
attract the kind of attention it did, ending in whet I here so carefully explained 
to you is the attempted political asaasrinetion oi th# Hon. Hobart Kennedy. 

In his single latter to me, I am confident you will be gratified to know, 

*r. Sparrow undertook to speak for you. He ie, after ell, 1 auppoee, a gentleman, 
for in speaking for you, look at ths time and troubls you were spared. I k*to to think 
that hia reflection of your views is ea remote from wh<* they re Hy are aa ia hia 
presentation of mina 9 but ha did do it« 

<If your so-busy schedule permits response, would you also include a few well- 
chosen worda ebout "ecarengera”, "promo ter a", "those who moke a career of the assassina- 
tion"- end "scholar a" ‘ Y ou hare little idea how they will please me. 

t 

Sincaraiy, 






Harold Faisberg 






